
  
Biodynamically Grown 

 
2004 Estate Zinfandel 

  
 VINEYARD SITE 

 Nine miles from the ocean, in a saddle between two ridge tops sits Porter-Bass 
Vineyard.   The Russian River gently forms an oxbow around these ridges allowing the fog to 
drift to the foot of the vineyard, cooling the vines in the summer.  The forest of Redwood and Fir 
that surrounds the vineyard protects the vines from strong winds and contamination from 
other vineyards.   
 Being on the western edge of the Russian River Valley Appellation we push the limit 
to ripen Zinfandel.  The grapes do not reach maturity until mid-October.  This long hang time 
creates ripe, beautiful tannins and incredible intensity of flavor and color.  At the same time the 
sugars stay low enough to make a balanced wine 
 

VINEYARD HISTORY  
 In 1980 we found this run-down, century-old, Zinfandel vineyard and began the 
slow arduous process of reviving the vines.  Decades of farming-induced erosion had left the 
soil with only the sustenance for growing poison oak and blackberries.  We looked to 
Biodynamic and organic farming to gently form the vineyard and create life in the soil.  
Attaining this vitality takes time and patience but the rewards are seen over generations rather 
than years. Over time most of the Zinfandel vines have been replanted, leaving only a small 
mother block.  We use budwood from these vines to maintain the vineyard character.  

We believe that using Biodynamic practices allow for a true expression of place.  We 
do not manipulate the plant or the soil. The results are wines that are more expressive of the 
terroir. 

   
2004 ZINFANDEL WINEMAKING  

 We picked the Zinfandel on September 20th and 24th. Late summer heat had the fruit 
ready to pick several weeks early.  The fruit was 100% destemmed and 50% crushed and began 
fermentation at 23.5 brix. The must was immediately chilled and protected from air for seven 
days.  After this time the primary fermentation began with native yeast.  We pressed on the 4th 
and the 6th of October and immediately went to barrel. The wine was aged in a blend of Latour, 
Francois Freres and Remond French oak barrels, with a total of 32% new oak.  The wine had a 
slow and steady secondary fermentation finishing mid July.  We bottled early September 
totaling 551 cases.  
 
  

2004 ZINFANDEL TASTING NOTES 
2004 is a vintage that offers an elegant wine.  Floral aromas of orange blossom, and 
nasturtium combine with nutmeg, cinnamon and green peppercorns.  On the palate the wine 
shows distinct briary qualities along with flavors of citrus oil and mint.  The wine has a long, 
soft finish of balsawood and spice.  

  
 For more information please call 707-869-1475 
 11750 Mays Canyon Rd, Guerneville, CA 95446 

www.porterbass.com  



  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


